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Join the CCHS Community and READ
Where you go is not who you’ll be, by Frank Bruni

Discussion groups will be held in the fall for CCHS students and the entire CCHS community.
This title was suggested by the CC Guidance Department and the Challenge Success committee.
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An Antidote to the College
Admissions Mania

FRANK BRUNI

New York Times Besiselling Author

By Frank Bruni

Over the last few decades, Americans have turned
college admissions into a terrifying and
occasionally devastating process, preceded by test
prep, tutors, all sorts of stratagems, all kinds of
rankings, and a conviction among too many young
people that their futures will be determined and
their worth established by which schools say yes
and which say no.

That belief is wrong. It's cruel. In WHERE YOU
GO IS NOT WHO YOU'LL BE, Frank Bruni
explains why, giving students and their parents a
new perspective on this brutal, deeply flawed
competition and a path out of the anxiety that it
provokes.

Where you go isn't who you'll be. Americans need
to hear that-and this indispensable manifesto says
it with eloquence and respect for the real promise
of higher education.

Recommended: Great books for summer reading

Ready Player One

By Ernest Cline

In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. The only
time teenage Wade Watts really feels alive is when
he's jacked into the virtual utopia known as the
OASIS. Wade's devoted his life to studying the
puzzles hidden within this world's digital confines,
puzzles that are based on their creator's obsession
with the pop culture of decades past and that
promise massive power and fortune to whoever
can unlock them. When Wade stumbles upon the
first clue, he finds himself beset by players willing
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to kill to take this ultimate prize. The race is on,
and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to
win—and confront the real world he's always been
so desperate to escape

Prairie Fires: The American Dreams of Laura
Ingalls Wilder
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By Caroline Fraser

Millions of readers of Little House on the Prairie
believe they know Laura Ingalls—the pioneer girl
who survived blizzards and near-starvation on the
Great Plains, and the woman who wrote the
famous autobiographical books. But the true saga
of her life has never been fully told.

Spanning nearly a century of epochal change,
from the Indian Wars to the Dust Bowl, Wilder’s
dramatic life provides a unique perspective on
American history and our national mythology of
self-reliance. With fresh insights and new
discoveries, Prairie Fires reveals the complex
woman whose classic stories grip us to this day.

Turtles All the Way Down

By John Green

Sixteen-year-old Aza never intended to pursue the
mystery of fugitive billionaire Russell Pickett, but
there’s a hundred-thousand-dollar reward at stake
and her Best and Most Fearless Friend, Daisy, is
eager to investigate. So together, they navigate the
short distance and broad divides that separate
them from Russell Pickett’s son, Davis.

In his long-awaited return, John Green, the
acclaimed, award-winning author of Looking for
Alaska and The Fault in Our Stars, shares Aza’s
story with shattering, unflinching clarity in this
brilliant novel of love, resilience, and the power of
lifelong friendship.
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Theo & Vincent: The Van Gogh Brothers

DEBORAH HEILIGMAN

By Deborah Heiligman

The deep and enduring friendship between
Vincent and Theo Van Gogh shaped both brothers'
lives. Confidant, champion, sympathizer, friend,
Theo supported Vincent as he struggled to find his
path in life. They shared everything, swapping
stories of lovers and friends, successes and
disappointments, dreams and ambitions.
Meticulously researched, drawing on the 658
letters Vincent wrote to Theo during his lifetime,
Deborah Heiligman weaves a tale of two lives
intertwined and the love of the Van Gogh brothers.

Woolly: The True Story of the Quest to Revive
One of History’s Most Iconic Extinct Creatures

B TRU{ STORY of T-I"-Tf

By Ben Mezrich

Science fiction becomes reality in this Jurassic
Park-like story of the genetic resurrection of an
extinct species—the woolly mammoth—by the
bestselling author of The Accidental Billionaires
and The 37th Parallel.

A group of young scientists, under the guidance of
Dr. George Church, the most brilliant geneticist of
our time, works to make fantasy reality by
sequencing the DNA of a frozen woolly mammoth
harvested from above the Arctic circle, and
splicing elements of that sequence into the DNA
of a modern elephant. Will they be able to turn the
hybrid cells into a functional embryo and bring the
extinct creatures to life in our modern world?
Along with Church and his team of Harvard
scientists, a world-famous conservationist and a
genius Russian scientist plan to turn a tract of the
Siberian tundra into Pleistocene Park, populating
the permafrost with ancient herbivores as a hedge
against an environmental ticking time bomb. More
than a story of genetics, this is a thriller
illuminating the race against global warming, the
incredible power of modern technology, the brave
fossil hunters who battle polar bears and extreme
weather conditions, and the ethical quandary of
cloning extinct animals. Can we right the wrongs
of our ancestors who hunted the woolly mammoth
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to extinction—and at what cost?

All American Boys By Jason Reynolds & Brendan Kiely

Rashad is absent again today.

That’s the sidewalk graffiti that started it all...
Rashad and Quinn—one black, one white, both
American—face the unspeakable truth that racism
and prejudice didn’t die after the civil rights
movement. There’s a future at stake, a future
where no one else will have to be absent because
of police brutality. They just have to risk
everything to change the world.

By Philip Pullman

Malcolm Polstead is the kind of boy who notices
everything but is not much noticed himself. And
so perhaps it was inevitable that he would become
a spy...

Malcolm's father runs an inn called the Trout, on
the banks of the river Thames, and all of Oxford
passes through its doors. Malcolm and his demon,
Asta, routinely overhear news and gossip, and the
occasional scandal, but during a winter of
unceasing rain, Malcolm catches wind of
something new: intrigue.

He finds a secret message inquiring about a
dangerous substance called Dust--and the spy it
was intended for finds him. As forces gather,

all are asking about the same thing: a girl--just a
baby--named Lyra.

Lyra is the kind of person who draws people in
like magnets. And Malcolm will brave any danger,
and make shocking sacrifices, to bring her safely
through the storm.
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The Hate U Give

ANGIE THOMAS

By Angie Thomas

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two
worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives
and the fancy suburban prep school she attends.
The uneasy balance between these worlds is
shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting
of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of
a police officer. Khalil was unarmed.

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline.
Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug
dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to
the streets in Khalil's name. Some cops and the
local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her
family. What everyone wants to know is: what
really went down that night? And the only person
alive who can answer that is Starr.

But what Starr does or does not say could upend
her community. It could also endanger her life.

Piecing Me Together

PIECING ME
JOGETHE

By Renee Watson

Jade believes she must get out of her
neighborhood if she’s ever going to succeed. Her
mother says she has to take every opportunity. She
has. She accepted a scholarship to a mostly-white
private school and even Saturday morning test
prep opportunities. But some opportunities feel
more demeaning than helpful. Like an invitation
to join Women to Women, a mentorship program
for “at-risk” girls. Except really, it’s for black
girls. From “bad” neighborhoods.

But Jade doesn’t need support. And just because
her mentor is black doesn’t mean she understands
Jade. And maybe there are some things Jade could
show these successful women about the real world
and finding ways to make a real difference.
Friendships, race, privilege, identity—this
compelling and thoughtful story explores the
issues young women face.
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The Sun is Also a Star
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By Nicola Yoon

Natasha: I’'m a girl who believes in science and
facts. Not fate. Not destiny. Or dreams that will
never come true. [’'m definitely not the kind of girl
who meets a cute boy on a crowded New York
City street and falls in love with him. Not when
my family is twelve hours away from being
deported to Jamaica. Falling in love with him
won’t be my story.

Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good
student, living up to my parents’ high
expectations. Never the poet. Or the dreamer. But
when I see her, I forget about all that. Something
about Natasha makes me think that fate has
something much more extraordinary in store—for
both of us.

The Universe: Every moment in our lives has
brought us to this single moment. A million
futures lie before us. Which one will come true?

American Street
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By Ibi Zoboi

On the corner of American Street and Joy Road,
Fabiola Toussaint thought she would finally find
une belle vie—a good life.

But after they leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti,
Fabiola’s mother is detained by U.S. immigration,
leaving Fabiola to navigate her loud American
cousins, Chantal, Donna, and Princess; the
grittiness of Detroit’s west side; a new school; and
a surprising romance, all on her own.

Just as she finds her footing in this strange new
world, a dangerous proposition presents itself, and
Fabiola soon realizes that freedom comes at a
cost. Trapped at the crossroads of an impossible
choice, will she pay the price for the American
dream?




